Bess was Syd’s favourite sibling (of six).

e/© Vept of Appijed wathematies,
Unlverglty of Cape lown
17/5/420
Uear pess,

wothing has ween heard of Sydney for three montly
but . am not glilving up hope, kut . doubt 1f we ghall .
hear from him 1111 aTter the wal,

L eannot for the 1life 'of me imagine why Singapore
surrendered, The Bombing dld not strike either me or the
children as anything to be upset about, but the. pewers
that be in the army thought it somethling to retreat from

The 4lr minletry do not know anything about Sydney
and have not decided whether to give me & wife's
allowance or a widows pension, and are continuing the
wife's allowance, This makes me hopeful as I do not
thl k they would d&o g0 unless they were confident he
13 all right somewhere, ¥08t of the wlveg of men in
Java have not heard from him end I d- not think they
cen all Le casualtiemes :

I have been lucky enough to get a Junior leetureshlif
hene & ac ars sanfart ol This busines
has taught me even better thean I knew already ‘how wiecked
it 18 to wring up girl s te think they will get husbands
to keep them., #ven the best of husbands is sure to
have periods in whieh he cannet In our case Sydney ims
hag no 1dea where we areany mere than I have where he 1g

I don't think any glrl should marry unless she 1s

¢ )pakle of earning her own and her children's living if
anything heppens to her hugband, The asllowance 1
ghould get if L 414 net work would be bkoard and lodging
and half-g =-crown a day, which 1s not enough to keep
lvor in shoe=-leather in this eountry,

Incidentally the leeal ehildren go about barefoot, noh
pecauge they cannot afford.shces, but because there parelh
think 1t glves them good esrrlages, 1 cannot simmex
margery and Ivor en that game thia winter as they
are gengltive to the celd,

I love South Afriea, espacially Cape Town, which is
even more beautiful thn natale The village we stayed ¥ .
in natal reminded me of pude, which 1s really besutiful
enough for anybody, but Cape Town 1s even more wonderful
and like nothing else on earth, Perhaps Gibraltar
1 the best 1imitation, But cu r mountAin is




twemty times a8 long as the rock of Glbraltar,

\ a
1t 18 very hard to get zeeonodation or servents here
80 we are all three living in ene room in a poarding-homse€
When the ehildren go to bed I hang the bedspreads on &
clothes-line aereoss the room and sit down with g reading
lamp and s fire at the other end, -
The elimete 1s pecullsrs in"the mornings 1t 1s so |
eold that we ean gsee eaeh others: breath, wut in the ‘
afterncon it is always warm enough to sit in the garden
exeept on wet dayse The sun goes down behind
Tabkle Mountain before five e'elock, and then it gets ol
very quicekly indeed, This 18 a very cheap boarding-jge
house and the food Is not good, but L expect 1t is bettw
than we could get in knglend, There 1s a loely huge
courtyard for the children to pilay in and we gre in a
eorner of the courtyard well away from people to be €
disturhedé The chlldren are having to learn net te
T#pesk to me when-i am-warkige, i do net gee why pat,
I was never allowed to spealy Lo my father if he was busy
g0 why sBould they be allowed to speak to me
1l am very lueky to have bhig photo of Hydney, It %
gooa enough to enlarge, I heve had an enlargelenf done
for nyself,

+.

I am not making any enquiries about Syd via the Aip
Minlstry or the Hed Uross &s I know he would eonglder it
eowardly to do 80 »

my work lg for htree yea'rs so all keing well se
shall mot bhe seelng you for a long timne, The long
holidays are at Christmas here, and they are long enough
for us to come to England in peace time, but I do not
8uppose we shall ever possess the fares agaln It seens
ineredible that I ever had jelsurs for such things as
cooking and housework, and L am afreid I shall never be
able to afford a home agal ‘

Yours affectlionately



o/ o University of Cape Town
5/ 8/44
Dear Bess,
We are now established in a better house, with
two big bedrooms both getting the sunshine. Our last
landlady was inclined to economise in fuel, but thls one
keeps a blg fire all the evenings, and light sit 1in the
morning on wet days. Her husband is a doctor, 1in‘the army
at oresent., There are three children younger thdn Margery.
Ivor had his tonsils out last week, and ls alrezdy back
o' schonl. He has no difficulty with his lessong in aplte
of six months away. I suppose they go gd slowly at his stage.
I am suxg W e can come toe South Africa whén'she is
trained snd has aad Someslaiiaig it Atal with
s teacher here for a year, under tne Smpire TXCEENES Wy 1
Of course she has to rigk being sent to some "out "of the
way desert place, but most of the blg schools are in‘nlce
surroundings. Of course that sort of thing is not *beihy
done now on account of the war, but it will be 'done by when
Winnie is old enough to try. They have to have &6x‘“perlence
and a good testimonial, as the governemtn will only send out
competent teachers who are a good advertisement,” I.40 ~
2ot thin thev have to pay fares. She would be made at h-ome
anywhere near here, as I know so many vneople, ‘
I do not know if there ig anything simllar for nurses,
put 1t is not so likely, as the travelling ltself 1s
educational. From having Ivor in hospital here, I think
our hospltals could learn quite a lot from the South.
aAfrican ones, in the way of making patients happy.' It was
all wonderfully comfortzble and kind, but thé feed Were
fifteen shillings a day for just staying in hospltalg .
~ They have visitors ervyday, and let the parents 9%@?
with the child for twenty-four h-urs after an operatioén.

......... 1r A

Eane . \/ iU WA < SR aE o
It geems to me to be a profession in W
important,

The eldest daughter of the house I am staying in 1s
training now, o

Love from ’ ot
L:“'VQT‘\ - : -l
— S



e,

Dear Bess,
You will be glad to hear th:t we have had the two enclosed

cards from 8yd yesterday. 1 have not got Pitchers address, so
__perhaps you will elther let-themkrow or else wrikexkr send me
their address if you have 1it., T h'"ee-some.NagWwe ldea aboubt -
Chaucer Rosd Broxton, but I do not expect that is standing now
since the flying bombs, and L am not sure about the number or if 1t
was really them or someone else, They are very faithful friends.
Incidenctally I do not know how they are getting on and whether Daphne is
married.

I am afraid it wou'd be a very complicated business for us to
come over to Sanwich during these holidays, as it 1s too much for
one day, and then you have the complications of the rations, and it
means so much extra bedding for you I think a better idea would be
if Winnie took a day trip down to Brighton some Saturday during the winter
the girls could get to know each other. If she let me know by Thursday an
any week, I co.ld meet her at the station, and I sho.ld have time to
write back to her if 1t were inconvenient.

I am teaching half-time at the Boy's secondary school from
September 13 onward until a master who is in the R.A.F- is released.
That should fit in nicely, as the saster and 8§d ought to arrive back
aBEt™the “wame simey—ILii.ia abgolutely essentlal for me to wokk as
the wife of an Officer FPrisoner of war only sets two seventns of
his pay, whereas the wife of a ranker gets enough to live on.

Even that two-sevenths has only just been paid for all the time
s.nce I left South Africa. I shall not get any pay for teaching
until the first of Octo ber, so you gsee I am really quite hard up
and I could not really afford a railway fare to Sandwich.

Ivor came seventh in his class, and has been put up into the
Scholarship class, so he should get a Scholarship next year.

The only thing is that. he will be just under age for the exam.

In any case as things are it looks as if 3yd may be able to
come to Sandwich with us round about Christmas time. I hope Ivor gets
a scho arship before he ig settled at a station because having once got
one he can have it tranferred to any other school in &ngland.

Miss Dolling , who is at Winnie's college was Secretary to the
Governors of my college when I was a student. She did not lecture or have
anything to do with us, but bosgsed the gardeners, and saw about repairs
to the bu 'ding, and such things. I believe she 1s pricipal of St
Gabrictev—L0 izlg know Misymswsten -wt Dover County School?

She was at college with mee——"

I dbd not know that Lorna's brother was alive. 1 suppose
the other one was killed in Malaya. I have lost Lorna's
mother's address. It was, something to do with  "Paddock"

",O'LK&—an\
1945 o Gned, -



